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General Articles. 


A Few Notes on my Experience in North Russia.* 
By Magsor B. L. Laks, D.S.O., O.B.E., R.A.V.C. 
VOYAGE AND OVERLAND TRIP TO ARCHANGEL. 

I was appointed Administrative Veterinary 
Officer of the ‘“ Elope”’ Force, Archangel, North 
Russia, in relief of Major Chambers, and _ left 
England on Thursday, March 18th, 1919, on 8.C. 
‘* Store Carrier ’’ No. 113, ‘‘ Cornishman,”’ carrying 
300 mules. 

The voyage was interesting in that we had to 
steer a particular course to avoid the minefields 
that abounded in the North Sea and off the coast 
of Norway. There was always a sporting chance 
that one might be blown sky high. If this had 
occurred, the result would not have been known to 
the British public for some time, owing to the fact 
that the route was very little used by steamship 
companies. We passed three mines on three 
consecutive days within a hundred yards of the 
ship, and the possibility of bumping against one 
during the night did not exactly add to the joys 
of living. 

The further we proceeded north it was only 
natural that the temperature became lower, and it 
was necessary when on deck to don one’s Arctic 
kit to the extent of a fur hat and coat. I may 
mention that before we sailed all officers and other 
ranks were issued with Arctic kit, consisting of a 
fur cap with flaps, fur-lined coats (seep skin), long 
stockings, Shackleton boots, gloves, and windproof 
overalls. We landed at Murmansk, as the Port of 
Archangel was closed to navigation owing to the 
ice. 

Murmansk is Russia’s one ice-free port in the 
north. It dates only from 1916, and is located 
on the eastern shore of the Kola Inlet, about 30 
miles south of the Arctic Ocean. It is the northern 
terminus of the Murman railway, in a wild and 
desolate land abounding in swamps, lakes and 
streams, with bare rocks and sparse vegetation. 
The relative high temperature of the Atlantic 
Ocean due to the Gulf Stream, and the Atlantic 
drift, is noticeable on the Murman coast as well 
as further west. The north and north-west winds 
blowing over the relatively warm water make the 
climate much more temperate than that of the 
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interior, even much milder than that of Petrograd, 
nearly 1,000 miles further south. 

Owing to the high latitude the ‘ Polar Night ”’ 
lasts from November 26th to January 22nd, but 
there are frequent displays of the aurora borealis, 
so brilliant that it is possible to take photographs 
by their light. In summer daylight continues 
throughout the twenty-four hours, and in the coast 
region the sun does not descend below the horizon 
at all during June and part of July. During my 
stay at Murmansk, an Engineer officer was engaged 
in taking the altitude, through a theodilite, at which 
a small balloon was visible, and the distance at 
which this object could be seen was colossal (about 
eighteen miles). It was easily a world’s record, and 
shows the clearness of the atmosphere. 

Although Murmansk is looked upon as an ice-free 
port, there was at the time of our arrival sufficient 
ice on the river at its entrance to prevent small 
craft making any progress. 

We arrived and disembarked the mules, which 
were all in good condition, The question was, 
how we were to get to Archangel, as at the time 
the ice-floes were very bad, and no ice-breakers 
could get through. Those that had proceeded 
were held up in the ice, and were having a bad time ; 
so it was decided to send us overland, a journey 
of 400 miles by rail, to Saroka, and then overland 
by sleigh route to Archangel—300 miles. 

The travelling from Murmansk to Saroka—400 
miles—was not exactly comfortable. There were 
several other officers and men on the train for 
different destinations. On arrival at Saroka our 
party for Archangel—1l2" officers and 28 other 
ranks—were provided with 36 pony sleighs to 
travel the 300 miles, which took us 15 days. 

We took our rations with us, and halted each 
night at a Russian village, where we procured 
billets and split the party up into different messes, 
cooked our-rations, and made the best of things. 
The people were very hospitable, and there was 
never any difficulty about procuring accommoda- 
tion—in fact, it is the custom in Russia for a guest 
or guests to be welcomed to a house at any time, 
Our experience varied as to the class of aecommoda- 
tion one would be provided with ; we were in luxury 
one night and under the poorest circumstances 
(very primitive at that) the next night. 

The sleighs were very crudely built, and used by 
the peasants for freight and farm produce. The 
ponies were mostly about 12-2 to 13 hands high, and 
varied in age and condition, As they were only 











grass-fed, it was wonderful how they managed 
to cover the distance. They were driven by word 
of mouth, and bits were not used. The country 
we passed through was very flat, dense forests on 
one side and the White Sea on the other. The 
last 80 miles was done over the ice and up the 
Dwina river. We, however, arrived at Archangel 
safe and sound and without interruption, although 
the Bolsheviks had been active a short time before 
and had captured a convoy. 

We started most mornings between three and 
four a.m., and did not get in until late each day ; 
so we were really glad when we came to the end 
of our journey. — It was an experience of a life-time, 
especially as we were the only convoy that had 
done the journey from Saroka to Archangel. We 
arrived at Archangel on April 14th, just in time, 
as the climate suddenly turned to summer, and a 
rapid thaw set in. 

Archangel normally had a population of 35,000, 
which had greatly increased during the European 
war. It has a small settlement across the river 
called Solomrula, which is reached from the main 
city by a bridge in summer, and over the ice in 
winter. The bridge is about half-a-mile long, and 
so constructed that it can be taken to pieces for 
removal when the river freezes over. It is put up 
and taken down every year, and the contract at the 
time I was there was carried out by a woman. It 
was interesting to see the bridge being put up. 
It was strong enough to take motor lorries and 
trams with an electric overhead system. Only a 
very small percentage of the houses are built of 
stone, the remainder are made entirely of wood. 
No nails or bolts are used, and each portion of wood 
is dove-tailed one into another. Practically the 
only tool used is an axe, with which the Russians 
are great experts. All the doors and windows are 
double. The main street is paved with cobble 
stones, and has plank side walks; the side streets 
are of mud, with merely a central plank down the 
middle. The town of Archangel! is built on a bog, 
and the country all round is very swampy. 

1 took over from Major Chambers and found the 
following veterinary establishments at Archangel : 
a small veterinary h®spital, a veterinary training 
school, and a base depot of veterinary stores. — In 
addition, veterinary officers and N.C.O.s, R.A.V.C. 


were attached to units at the base, on lines of 


communication, and units at the front, 

Base Depot of Veterinary Stores.—-The Base 
Depot of Veterinary Stores was in the same 
building as my office. All veterinary instruments, 
drugs, ete., were supplied to the Russian veterinary 
service from these which necessitated a 
translation into Russian being placed in_ the 
officers’ chests, officers’ wallets, sergeants’ wallets, 
and veterinary unit chests of the articles each 
contained, 


stores, 


THE VETERINARY SCHOOL. 
The Royal Army Veterinary Corps was called 
upon to train Russian personnel in the duties of 
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veterinary assistants—called feldshers—veterinary 
sergeants and shoeing smiths, and also men in 
stable management, for which purpose a veterinary 
training school and veterinary hospital had been 
opened. The school, located in a very nice house 
taken over by the military authorities, consisted 
of offices, class rooms, dining room, officers’ 
quarters, mens’ quarters, and kitchen. It was under 
the command of Captain C. Barnett, M.C., R.A. V.C., 
The staff consisted of one British staff-sergeant 
and three sergeants, and the following Russian 
personnel—two senior N.C.O.’s, two cooks, two 
labour men, two transport drivers, two orderlies, 
one civilian housekeeper, and one interpreter. It 
was considered necessary first to train a Russian 
mobile veterinary section, consisting of one Russian 
veterinary officer and 25 other ranks (all Russian). 
This section was trained and equipped at the 
veterinary school and moved up to the front. 
Before proceeding there, they were inspected by a 
Russian general officer, and he expressed great 
satisfaction with the manner in which they had been 
trained and turned cut. After the mobile 
veterinary section had left for the front, Russian 
personnel were sent to the school for one of three 
reasons :— 

(1) To be trained as veterinary sergeants 

(feldshers). 

(2) To be trained as cold shoers. 
(3) To assist in the work of veterinary hospital 
and learn stable management. 

Lectures were given daily and practical demon- 
strations were provided every day at the hospital. 
A series of lectures was translated into Russian, 
and we were fortunate enough to obtain a Russian 
typewriting machine. I would like to emphasize 
the fact that the translation of these lectures was a 
laborious and difficult task, especially when one 
bears in mind the number of technical terms which 
they contained. At first all lectures were given 
through an interpreter, but later by the aid of an 
English-speaking Russian veterinary officer, who 
was posted to the school for duty. 

Experience proved that the best results were 
obtained from slow, methodical work. The average 
Russian soldier sent to the veterinary school was 
only capable of learning and understanding a few 
facts at a time, consequently the lectures had to 
be very short and simple, and not given too 
frequently, otherwise the men became confused. 
The course lasted from six weeks to two months. 

The veterinary hospital was about 200 yards 
from the school, in conjunction with which it was 
run. It consisted of two large buildings and two 
small ones, the latter being used for isolation. |The 
whole had been fitted up to hold about 100 animals, 
and was quite up to date, with electric light, ete. 
There was a pharmacy and small operating and 
dressing shed. 

I am proud to say that the general opinion was 
that the veterinary school with its veterinary 
hospital was quite one of the best institutions in 
Archangel. 
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The class of animals employed with our forces 
were Russian ponies, imported mules and _ fifty 
English cobs. The Russian pony is a wonderful 
little animal, varying in height from 12 to 13-2 
hands. They are mostly grass-fed, and are capable 
of consuming 36lbs. of hay a day. Whenever a 
halt is called on a journey, a handful of grass is put 
in front of the animals, if only for a few minutes. 
The distance they are able to cover when drawing 
a sleigh is marvellous. They are shaggy, long- 
coated little beasts, and every peasant is in 
possession of one or more. Mules were all imported, 
and were not a success, especially when employed 
at the front as pack animals, the local pony being 
far superior, 

During some of the small ** shows ” at the front 
the mule was left standing by the local pony when 
it was a case of getting the ammunition up to the 
firing line over rough and boggy country. The 
local pony would pick his way over the boggy 
ground, treading lightly and avoiding the soft 
ground, whereas the mule when he came upon soft 
ground would flounder and struggle, with the result 
that he often gradually sank into the bog. His 
pack had then to be unloaded before he could be 
dug out. In some instances it was hopeless to try 
and get them out of a bog, and they were shot 
where they lay. 

The English cobs arrived at the latter end of the 
campaign, and were only suitable for officers’ 
chargers. 

The condition of the animals was on the whole 
satisfactory. For debilitated animals we hired a 
small island close to Archangel, where we were able 
to turn out a number, the grazing being luxuriant. 

The shoeing of the animals of our force was 
carried out under great difficulty, due to the lack 
of staff, and lack of tools and materials. The 
shoeing of the peasant pony was of the crudest 
kind ; any old piece of iron fashioned in something 
resembling a shoe and tacked on with anything 
resembling a nail was all that was required. A 
great proportion of the peasant ponies remained 
unshod. 

INrectious AND Conraqctous DISEAsEs. 

I had all the animals in the foree tested with 
mallein, and only one* animal reacted. This 
animal came from the Mezzin district, where 
glanders was said to be prevalent. 
in the form of mange was pract‘cally absent, but 
the imported mules belonging to the French 
authorities had a bad outbreak during the winter. 
This outbreak was tackled in a masterly fashion, 
and the unit was soon given a clean bill of health. 
A very peculiar disease called HvorstH (poisoning 
hy mare’s tail) appeared in the Archangel district 
in October, 1918. | From enquiries made regarding 
the plant and its effects, it would appear that the 
condition of Hvorsth poisoning was unknown in the 
Archangel district until October, 1918, when there 
was a big outbreak. At this time oats were 
unobtainable and grass was very searce—20 per 
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cent. of the animals in the suburbs of Archangel 
died from poisoning by this plant, or at least were 
said to have died from it. The symptoms were 
stated to be gradual increasing paralysis, com- 
menecing with lack of co-ordination in the hind 
limbs, and ending with inability on the part of the 
animal to stand. The appetite of the patient 
throughout the attack and up to the time of death 
remained good. It is reported that grass away 
from the areas of Archangel did not contain 
poisonous mare’s tail, and the animals in these 
areas, although fed on.this grass, were not affected. 
A plentiful supply of oats seems to prevent this 
disease. We fed a case on 30lbs. of mare’s tail 
daily for a month, at a time when there was a great 
quantity of this plant available in the green state, 
and the pony seemed to thrive on it. I only saw 
one case that was supposed to be mare’s tail poison- 
ing, and the symptoms in this case were those of 
acute laminitis, 

My experience of reindeer was nil. These 
animals were employed on transport duties on the 
Murmansk side with the Syren Force, which was 
under a separate command to the Elope Force, to 
which I was appointed. I understand that at 
different dates anthrax had almost decimated 
reindeer in certain parts of North Russia. 

I visited the Russian Veterinary Laboratory at 
Archangel, which I should say before the European 
disturbance was quite well run. A. few experi- 
ments on rabies were being carried out, but the 
principal work seemed to have been the preparation 
of anthrax serum. The Russian animals being of 
such a hardy nature, other ailments appeared to 
me, as far as I could ascertain locally, to be few. 
| had a suspicious case of ulcerative lymphangitis 
in an imported cob, but was unable to demonstrate 
the Priez Noeard Bacillus. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

Our line extended up river from Archangel to 
Kutlas, 331 miles. There being no roads in North 
Russia, with the exception of cart tracks, it will 
be realised how difficult it was to carry out military 
operations, especially as the country abounds in 
thick forests and numerous swamps. Communica- 
tion in winter is carried out much more easily 
than in summer, as sleighs can be utilised to assist 
the railway. <A single railway line ,ruus from 
Archangel to Vologda and then to Petrograd. 
Sleigh tracks are marked out, and are as a rule only 
sufficiently wide to take one _ sleigh. Any 
deviation from the track generally lands one in a 
deep drift. It is marvellous how Rugsian ponies 
follow the track; imported animals’ would be 
useless for sleigh duties in country districts for want 
of knowledge of the sleigh tracks. 

In the summer the railway and river are used, 
also to a small extent the cart tracks I have spoken 
about. If one studies the map of North Russia, 
you will find that all the places of habitation are 
dotted along the railway routes and_ rivers. 
Transportation of troops, animals, food supplies 
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and ammunition were carried out in winter by rail 
and sleigh, in the summer by river, rail and sleigh 
tracks. Transportation of animals up river was 
carried out by means of barges ; these barges are 
fitted up to hold 250 animals, distributed on the 
upper and lower deck. A journey up to the river 


force took anything up to five days. It was 
arranged that a sergeant, R.A.V.C., should 
accompany each barge-load of animals. These 


barges were fitted to our specification, and were 
comfortable for the animals, but the personnel 
proceeding with them was not so well provided. 

There were occasions when small forces had to 
swim their animals across rivers, and it was again 
demonstrated how the Russian pony was far 
superior to the imported animal. The Russian 
pony would take kindly to the water, and would 
swim across, whereas the mule would cause all the 
trouble imaginable, and probably drown itself and 
someone else with it. 

Climate.—The variation of the climate is the 
outstanding feature of North Russia. The mean 
annual temperature of Archangel is 31 degrees 
Fahrenheit, the mean maximum is 85 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and the mean annual minimum is 
minus 31 degrees Fahrenheit, the absolute 
minimum is minus 54 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Ice sometimes appears in the White Sea in 
October, but not usually until November and 
December, but no dependence can be put on open 
water after October 15th. The White Sea never 
actually freezes, but, together with the straits 
which connect it with the Arctic, it becomes 
choked with ice forced from the ocean. Under 
the most favourable circumstances the duration of 
navigation in Lhe White Sea is six months (May to 
November) for sailing vessels, and eight months 
for steam cargo vessels, and ten months for the 
ice-breaker type. The average time for the 
breaking up of the ice in the Gulf of Archangel is 
mid-May, and the ice totally disappears by June. 
Communications across the river around Archangel 
in summer is carried out by ferry boats, but in 
winter they run the railways over the ice. The 
thaw sets in in May, and one seems to jump right 
into summer (in fact, there is practically no spring), 
Arctic kit is stored and summer kit is substituted, 
the weather becomes tropical, and it is said the 
mean maximum is 85 degrees Fahrenheit, but I 


think the time I was there the thermometer 
registered even more. 
Mosquitoes and Flies.__Mosquitoes and _ flies 


abound in summer, especially in the swampy 
districts. Our men up country were specially 
equipped t6 withstand the vicious attacks of these 
insects. The “black flies,’ which breed 
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running streams, are abundant and _ pestiferous in | 


June and July, and often cause serious sores. 

Amongst our animals they caused large blobs of 

blood to appear in the region of the prepuce. 
Vegetation.—There is no vegetation in the 


winter, but in the summer is it most luxuriant. On 
the banks of the rivers and on the islands around 
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Archangel the grazing was superb, including all the 
well-known grasses and _ vetches. 

In the northern part of the Province of Archangel 
there is almost no cultivation of the soil, except for 
a few vegetables in summer, and the population 
depends upen food brought from the south. 

In August it was decided to evacuate our forces 
in Northern Russia. In order to carry this out, 
it was necessary to evacuate our front positions 
and fall back on the coast from whence the troops 
embarked for England as fast as shipping facilities 
would permit. 

The veterinary school and veterinary hospital, 
together with the stores and equipment at the 
hospital and school, were left as they stood, and 
handed over to the Russian veterinary authorities. 

The final evacuation was carried out on Septem- 
ber 27th, 1919, by a convoy consisting of five troop- 
ships, three battleships, and a host of small gun- 
boats and river craft. We all steamed down the 
river together. There was dead silence as we passed 
down the river, and not a sound was heard from 
the shore. 








Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
RESULTS OF EXAMINATIONS, JULY, 1921. 


LIVERPOOL :— 
Class A. 

Brennan, J. 
Elliott, W. B. 
Jones, H. A. 
Storrar, EF. R. D. 
Watson, L. A. 
Caldwell, A. J.* 
Comer, E. A. 
Caldwell, 8. H.* 
Holmes, B.* 
Woodhead, T. W.* 


Class B. 
Parsonage, R. P. 
Stone, A. B. A. 
Trevers, C. T. 
Wilson, J. W. 
Barker, E. D. 

- Butler, A. F.* 
Coward, G. QO. 
Davies, G. B.* 
Downham, K. D. 
Holtum, A. W.* 
James, D. L. 
Knight, Edith Gertiude* 
Locke, R. C. 
Munslow, F. L. 
Taylor, E. L. 
Williams, O. L. 

* Gale, B.* 


Class C. 
Proctor, A. E. 
Varley, E.* 
Fulton, A. M. 
Thornton, H. 
Thwaite, J. W. 


* Denotes second-class honours. 





National Diploma in Poultry Husbandry.—-The National 


| Poultry Council, in recognition of the need for advancing 
| the qualifications of poultry instructors, and bringing these 


in the — 


| into line with other branches of agriculture, has formed a 


National Poultry Examination Board, charged with 
adoption of the syllabus and arranging for examinations, 
the first of which will take place at Harper Adams Agricul- 
tural College, Newport, Salop, during the week commencing 
19th September next. 

Regulations for the awarding of diploma, and syllabus 
for preliminary and final examinations, had been issued. 
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DROPPING THE PILOT ? 


Both history and present circumstance afford a 
plenitude of instances wherein the wistful lament, 
‘‘a prophet is not without honour save in his own 
country,’ find ready application to the position 
of the veterinary profession. 

Many within our own ranks appear to experience 
an almost morbid pleasure in pointing out the 
manifold inferiorities they profess to see in the 
practice and study of veterinary medicine in this 
country as compared with that pertaining in almost 
any other spot on the globe one may select in an 
endeavour to retain some measure of competence 
and self-respect for the fatherland. 

That is, perhaps, partially excusable on the plea 
that whoever else may have benefitted from the 
conscientious efforts of generations of veterinary 
scientists and practitioners in the British Isles, the 
rarity of the yielded refreshing fruits is, for them 
and their descendants, unquestioned. But there 
is one section of the community, at least, to whom 
we should be able to look, if not for gratitude, then 
for the bare right of recognition. The success of 
that mainstay of British well-being whom we may, 
for the sake of completiqn, at the risk of clumsiness, 
designate the landowner-cum-breeder-cum-farmer 
class is due, in a measure such as it would have 
scarcely seemed possible could have been over- 
looked, to the profession which has with consistent 
ability safeguarded the well-being of the country’s 
live-stock. 

Driven to apparent desperation, however, by the 
occurrence of certain outbreaks of disease which are 
not only scarcely above the normal in number, but 
even to that slight degree represent the inevitable 
result of the patriotic withdrawal of a large pro- 


portion of disease combatants from home service, ’ 


this is the class which establishes a movement 
which, were it run in close co-operation with, or, 
better still, under the auspices of, the veterinary 
profession, would be indeed excellent in every 
respect, but which, if maintained as a species of 
rival effort carried on in something approaching 
a spirit of pique, is likely to be productive of no 
scientific good, but of much unhelpful friction. 
The Animal Diseases Research Association, whose 
oscillating fortunes we have followed since its 
inception a year ago with great interest, some 
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measure of sympathy, and an ill-rewarded hope of 
some symptom of desire for official veterinary co- 
operation, is thus the possessor of a title which 
appears, on the surface at least, to be quite 
ludicrously comprehensive, with its 550 members, 
the vast majority of whom are Scottish farmers. 

A perusal of the annual report—a résumé of 
which we give elsewhere—reveals that thus far all 
the energies of this organisation have been absorbed 
in the none too successful process of establishment. 
And, surely, the reason of this very partial success 
is not far to seek. Appeals, sometimes bordering 
on the frantic, have been made—and almost weekly 
—to everyone who can conceivably be brought to 
evince any interest, however remote, in the question 
of research into animal diseases, with the astonish- 
ing exception of the people not only most intimately 
concerned, but without whose aid the success of the 
project must be unattainable—those representative 
of the veterinary profession in this country. 








We are far from complaining that the promoters 
of the scheme are entirely to blame for the remark- 
able fact that a careful perusal of the proceedings 
at the first annual meeting, and of the Association's 
annual report, should yield not only no mention 
of the word “ veterinary,” but no suspicion of 
reference to the claims of the one body of men whose 
business itis to act not only in a consultant but in 
a practical capacity, wherever the ailments of 
animals are under consideration. No doubt 
official veterinary aloofness from what a “ brass- 
hatted ” ignorance has been apt to regard as the 
“homely farming interest ’’ is responsible for the 
touching spectacle of the somewhat disgruntled 
“555° in the hapless position of a crew, who, 
having “dropped the pilot,” find themselves in 
what, to them, must be a distressingly unchartered 
sea. 

There is still, it is true, no outward sign that the 
directors of the A.D.R.A. feel that the time has 
come to seek the belated co-operation of the pro- 
fession as officially organised—maybe the idea is to 
seek a blessing when the good work begins. May 
we suggest that, in homely phrase, the Association 
has ‘“‘ begun at the wrong end of the stick ” ‘ 
Open-handed unison with the recognised leaders of 
the profession on behalf of the unquestionably great 
and beneficial work which the Association desires 
to achieve might have produced by this time some- 
thing more than the incubus of an inert organisation. 

No one denies that the potential aid of the farm- 
ing community in the fight against disease has been 
woefully under-estimated, but we doubt whether 
any member of the veterinary profession can hear 
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in the numerical music ** 555 
accredited pioneers in the field of veterinary 
research, 

Co-operation under veterinary leadership is 
another matter. It is not without reason that 
the veterinary student of to-day with farming 
experience is at a premium for country vacation 
practice. There is a relation between farming 
and veterinary work that doubtless maintains itself 
far along the track of veterinary research towards 
the harbour of health, and we gladly acknowledge 
the value that such a gift as the farmer’s close 
observation of facts in connection with disease 
would be to us. But the further we follow that 
track the greater must be the dependence placed 
upon the specialist—therefore, is it not folly to 
ignore him at the commencement ‘ And, in the 
end, we alone can find entrance to harbour. . 


the clarion call of 








Abstracts and Reviews. 


Kennel Hygiene and Feeding. 

Under kennel hygiene comes feeding, watering, 
exercising and housing, and anti-parasitic measures. 

The feeding of dogs is a subject on which much 
improvement could be made over most of our 
present practices. The nutritive ratio best suited 
to the needs of the average dog is about one to 
five, and the average dog owner knows very little 
about what a dog should eat and never thinks of 
this until the dog refuses to cat. No attempt 
will be made to outline remedies, as the only sane 
procedure then is to call a veterinarian and he can 
determine what is wrong and prescribe suitable 
treatment, after which proper dict should be 
given. 

The writer has obtained good results from 
feeding a ration of a mixture of prunes and wheat 
bran for breakfast, prepared as follows: Prunes, 
one quart; wheat bran (or shorts for pregnant 
bitches), one quart. Cook the prunes and remove 
the pits, mix the bran (or shorts) with the prunes, 
and add enough water to make a dough. Bake 
into a loaf and feed once a day ad lib. to effect, 
then every second day, substituting milk and 
corn-bread. 

For the mid-day meal, ground lean beef and 
corn meal, equal parts, by bulk, cooked as follows : 
Cover with cold water and bring slowly to a boil, 
boil for twenty minutes, cool, and feed just what 
the dog will clean up well. 

For the evening meal, restaurant scraps con- 
taining a liberal amount of meat will do very well. 

These suggested meals will keep a dog in good 
shape, but many of my readers can substitute 
some local fruit for prunes for the laxative effect, 
which is essential to digestion and sometimes is all 
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that is necessary to correct minor digestive dis- 
turbances. 

Water should be kept in reach at all times and 
frequently changed so as to be kept fresh and the 
container clean. 

Under housing, too much emphasis cannot be 
placed on the danger of digestive derangement 
that can be caused by chilling, and for that reason 
the following kennel is recommended : 

No special form of kennel is necessary, but 
strips or wires should be placed across the top of 
the kennel at 3-inch intervals, and on each wire 
or strip should be hung a piece of burlap or flannel 
as wide as the kennel, suspended by its middle, 
and each end touching the bedding, and these 
should be split into 4-inch strips. Bedding on 
floor should be of excelsior or straw and covered 
with burlap or flannel. Door should be of canvas 
tacked at top and split half-way up the middle 
from lower end, and across the wires or strips 
should be placed a sheet of heavy cloth to prevent 
draught. This arrangement permits the dog to go in 
and out without leaving the door open, and keeps 
him covered so he cannot roll the cover (strips) 
off. In warm weather this can all be taken out. 

Among important problems to the practitioner 
are the unhygienic handling of dogs in the field in 
hunting after the hunt is finished, and the erratic 
medicinal treatment attempted by breeders and 
owners, 

Under the first usually a case of bronchitis 
results from hunting the dog hard and then putting 
him in an automobile and driving 10 to 30 miles 
without protecting him from the draught. This is 
very easy to handle, but the erratic treatment by 
owners and breeders is apt to be anything from 
bichloride poisoning, introduced in the shape of 
calomel and changed by combining with an addi- 
tional atom of chlorine from the hydrochloric 
acid, which is marked in the dog’s gastric juice, 
to feeding stale dog biscuits. 

A favourite mistake is to assume that all the 
trouble with pups is caused by worms and when 
they seem indisposed fill them with patent worm 
remedies. 

If we consult Sisson, and look at the table of 
dentition for the dog, we will find that between 
three and five weeks of age a pup erupts twenty- 
two teeth. This causes more or less trouble, 
which is best treated by mild digestive corrective 
measures. Heroic treatments for parasites are 
usually disastrous. Five to seven months of age 
is another period of teething for the pups, during 
which mild treatments are to be reccommended. 

The subject of canine practice and kennel 
hygiene could be dwelt on indefinitely, but permit 
the writer to say in closing that our hardest patients 
to handle are in the hands of breeders. In these 
‘vases we should exact implicit obedience to 
instructions. 

[E. D. King, jun., Journal of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, 1921, March, 
pp. 550-551.) 
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The Fate of the Lymphocytes. 


The function and fate of the lymphocytes, which 
mainly enter the blood by the thoracic duct, are 
still unsettled. In dogs it has been estimated by 
P. Rous that the surprising number of 3,300,000 
lymphocytes pass into the blood during the twenty- 
four hours, and that this exceeds the total ever 
present in the blood at one time. The interesting 
problem as to the fate of the lymphocytes has been 
investigated by Bunting and Huston, of the 
University of Wisconsin, That the lymphocytes 
become transformed into other forms of leucocytes, 
as was once believed, is opposed to modern 
hematological teaching, and such an explanation 
of their disappearance need not be further con- 
sidered. Bunting and Huston’s experiments on 
rabbits showed that a billion or more lymphocytes 
enter the blood from the thoracic duct in the 
twenty-four hours, and that in six hours 443,000,000 
lymphocytes disappear from the circulation. 
Stained films may present occasional disintegrating 
lymphocytes, but further experiments proved that 
there is not, in this way, the rapid destruction 
that would be necessary to explain the rate of their 
disappearance from the blood when their supply 
is cut off by ligature of the thoracic duct and 
splenectomy. The remaining possible explanation 
is that the lymphocytes leave the blood ; there is 
not enough lymphocytic accumulation in_ the 
tissues to justify the view that they escape in this 
direction, and there is not any evidence of their 
destruction in the tissues. Microscopic examina- 
tion of the organs led to the conclusion that the 
majority of the lymphocytes enter the mucous 
membrane of the gastro-intestinal tract and pass 
through into the lumen ; this lymphocytic migra- 
tion takes place not only from the blood but from 
the lymphoid nodules and patches, which are seen 
in sections to be delivering lymphocytes to the 
intestine on one side and to the afferent lymphatics, 
and so en route for the thoracic duct on the other 
side. We therefore appear to be brought to the 
conclusion that in normal conditions the lymphocyte 
largely fulfils its function upon the surface of the 
intestinal mucosa, What this function may be is 
unknown, but the immunity of the gastro-intestinal 
mucosa to the countless bacteria and their toxins 
within its lumen suggests the possibility that the 
lymphocyte may affix toxins.— British Medical 
Journal, June 18th, 1921. , 


Materia Medica Up-to-Date. 

The practitioner of to-day requires of his materia 
medica that it shall be something more than a 
rather absurdly pretentious catalogue of drugs, 
yet erring, if at all, on the side of incompleteness, 
in a laudable attempt to keep the publication within 
the proportions of a manual. So many “all-in” 
materias contain indigestible masses of information 
about substances rarely, if ever, employed in 
veterinary medicine that it is not surprising that 
the effort of Parke, Davis and Co., to produce a 
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satisfactory multum in parvo should have attained 
the dignity of five editions. 

The selection of preparations has been carefully 
made, with brief notes indicating some of their 
uses, while the time-saving index of therapeutics 
has been extended. Inevitable and valuable, 
features are sections devoted to biological therapy 
in application of products such as the firm claim 
unrivalled facilities for preparing. 








Clinical and Case Reports. 


Vaccine Therapy in General Practice. 
By Wm. Scorr, F.R.CLV.S. (Bridgwater). 

Case 1.—Lrucorru@a IN A MARE, reported by 
Andrew Spreull, Esq., M.R.C.V.8., Dundee. 

The mare in question had been suffering from a 
persistent lcucorrheeal discharge for the past few 
years, defying the usual routine treatment. 

The organisms present in the “* materus morbi”’ 
were strepto bacilliand the Bacillus coli communis, 
and from these a course of vaccines was prepared. 

Mr. Spreull reports: “The mare did excellently 
under the injections,” 

Cask 2.--PoutL Evin in A Horse, reported by 
H. Walpole, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., Metheringham, 
Lines. 

A six-year-old gelding developed a swelling on 
the left side of the poll as a three-year-old. During 
the time it had been treated by veterinary surgeons 
at intervals, so that the case was one of three years’ 
standing. The organisms present were streptococci, 
Bacillus pyocyaneus, diplococci. 

Mr. Walpole reports: ** The case has done well.” 

Case 3.—-Dirro, reported by R. Lake, Esq., 
M.R.C.V.S., Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 

Mr. Lake writes: 1 have under treatment a 
most obstinate case of poll evil, which up to now 
has defied all surgical treatment, and is of consider- 
able standing. The organisms present were 
staphylococcus albus and diplococci. 

Report.—1 am pleased to say my patient is now 
apparently cured. After the third injection of the 
vaccine the discharge became less, and had_ prac- 
tically ceased after the fifth dose. I attempted 
nothing fresh in the way of surgical interference, so 
I think it points pretty clearly to the vaccine as 
the curative agent. 


Case 4.—Sepric ‘TRAUMATIC ARTHRITIS IN A 
Cop, reported by Captain A. EF. Brandon, 
M.R.C.V.S., Ballinasloe. The chestnut cob in 


question received an injury to the hock, and when 
called in the joint was much swollen, painful, and 
the animal bore little weight (n the leg. © Pus and 
synovia were discharging from the wound. The 
organisms present were B. coli and a diptheroid, 

Captain Brandon writes: The results were 
remarkable and very satisfactory, considering I had 
quite given up all hope of saving the animal. After 
the third injection the discharge became less, while 
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the pain and swelling have reduced, and the im- 
provement onward most marked. 

The hock of course is enlarged, and always will 
be; the discharge has ceased, but the animal will 
get fit for work again. _It is out at grass at present. 








Royal Sanitary Institute’s Congress in Folkestone. 
CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. | 

At the Conference held in conjunction with the 
Royal Sanitary Institute at Folkestone on Wednes- 
day, June 22nd, and Thursday, June 23rd, the 
following gentlemen signed the attendance book :— 
President, Major-General Sir Layton J. Blenkinsop, 
K.C.B., D.8.0.; Dr. D. Lechmore Anderson, 
M.O.H., Doncaster ; Alderman C. A. Batho, Past- 
Chairman of Cattle Markets Committee, Corporation 
of London; Dr. Cyril Banks, M.O.H., Stafford ; 
Kk. J. Burndred, Blackburn; Robert A. Bowles, 
‘Folkestone ; Dr. C. Basan, M.D., M.O.H., Sedge- 
field, Durham ; J. Basil Buxton, London ; Thomas 
kX. Butler, Leeds ; John T. Cowderoy, Kiddermin- 
ster; Edwin Carratt, Bristol ; Dr. C. F. Coleman, 
M.O.H., ‘Lincoln; W. A. Craven, Bath; _ T. 
Chambers, Dudley; W. H. Clarke, Coventry ; 
R. F. Clark, Naval Health Officer, Rosyth ; E. Lyne 
Dixson, Margate; Brennan De Vine, Birmingham ; 
Major 8. D. Dunkin, Canterbury; Llewellyn 
Davies, Swansea; William Doyle, Colne; Dr. 
W. Allen Daley, M.O.H., Blackburn; C. Willis 
Kborall, Folkestone ; Alderman J. Fielding, Mayor 
of Blackburn and Chairman of Health Committee ; 
Alderman Thomas Foster, C.C., Durham ; William 
Fortescue, late Chairman of Cattle Markets Com- 


mittee, Corporation of London: E. E. Finch, 
Corporation of London; Dr. Duncan Forbes, 
M.O.H., Brighton; Dr. F. C. Francis, M.O.H., 


Barnsley ; Dr. Alfred Greenwood, M.O.H., County 
of Kent ; Dr. W. Grant, M.B., M.O.H., Haswell, 
County Durham; F. C. Gillard, Folkestone ; 
F. C. Golden, Folkestone ; 8. Garner, Macclesfield 
R.D.C. ; Prof. Frederick Hobday, London; A. E. 
Hudson, Cheltenham; J. Tris Howard, London ; 
James R. Hayhurst, London; Hugh P. Hogben, 
Folkestone ; T. F. Hogben, Ash, co. Kent; F. 


Hauxwell, St. Helens: Dr. William Johnstone. 
M.O.H., Peterborough; Dr. J. Howard-Jones, 


M.O.H., Newport (Mon.); R. Johnson, Leeds ; 
T. Katon Jones, Liverpool ; W. R. James, 
Abersychan ; F. J. Kelway, Bath R.D.C. ; Lt.-Col. 
Gerald Leighton, Scottish Board of Health, Edin- 
burgh; David H. E. Lines, Hobart, Tasmania ; 
William Leuw, Chairman, Sanitary Committee and 
Past-Chairman of Cattle Markets Committee, 
Corporation of London; 8. J. Motton, Penzance ; 
Councillor R. Major, Brighton; George P. Male, 
Reading ; N. F. Moody, Grimsby ; William Phene 
Neal, Deputy-Chairman of Cattle Markets Com- 
mittee, Corporation of London; Lt.-Col. A. 
Oliver, H.Q. Eastern Command ; Thomas Parker, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne ; R. W. Paddison, R.S.P.C.A. ; 
Frank J. Pullan, Corporation of London ; C. Pitts, 
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Bradford ; W. H. Routly, Folkestone ; Dr. John 
Stoddart, M.B., D.P.H., Royal Navy; Dr. H. 
Scurfield, M.D., late M.O.H., Sheffield; Dr. R. 
Turner, M.D., Bootle; Dr. W. G. Willoughby, 
M.D., Eastbourne ; Dr. W. M. Willoughby, M.D., 
Medical Officer of Health, Port of London ; Prof. 
G. H. Wooldridge, London; W. Hepburn Wain- 
wright, London J. T. Wright, Durham; and 
W. Jackson Young, Ministry of Agriculture. 

A telegram was received from Mr. F. W. Willett, 
expressing regret at inability to attend. 


THE TUBERCULOSIS ORDER. 


Mr. James R. Haynurst, Recording Secretary, 
said that three resolutions were passed last year 
at the Congress at Birmingham, and he sent those 
resolutions to the Council of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, who, at a later date, sent them on to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health and 
Association of Municipal Corporations. 

The first resolution was proposed by Dr. W. 
Allen Daley and seconded by Mr. T. J. Faithful. 


It was as follows :— 


Resolution. 


“That the Council of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute be recommended to draw the attention 
of the Ministry of Agriculture to the almost 
insuperable difficulties experienced by local 
authorities in their efforts to suppress the dis- 
tribution of tuberculous milk, and to petition 
them to put into operation forthwith the 
Tuberculosis Order of 1914, which was withdrawn 
upon the 6th of August, 1914.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hayuurst stated that he had received, 
through the secretary of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, the following reply from the Ministry of 
Agriculture :— 

Whitehall Place, 
London, 8.W.1, 
April 25th, 1921. 

Sir,—I am directed to refer to your letter of 
the 13th inst. (ref. 444/F23), forwarding a copy 
of a resolution passed in the Conference of 
Veterinary Inspectors held in connection with 
the Congress of the Institute at Birmingham in 
1920, as to the re-introduction of the Tuberculosis 
Order, 1914, and to say that it was contemplated 
that the operation of that Order should be revived 
at the same time as the Milk and Dairies 
(Consolidation) Act of 1915 is brought into 
operation. 

I am to point out, however, that the operation 
of that Act has been postponed till at least 
twelve months after the termination of the war, 
by the Milk and Dairies Act Postponement Act, 
1915. The date of the termination of the war 
has not yet been fixed, and, consequently, the 
Act of 1915 cannot be put into operation for some 
time without fresh legislation. The Ministry of 
Health had intended to introduce certain amend- 
ments into the Act of 1915 before it was put into 
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operation, but it is not proposed to proceed with 

the Amending Bill this session. 

I am to point out also that it would not be 
practicable to secure the administration of the 
Tuberculosis Order without a substantial grant 
in aid from public funds, and that in the present 
state of the public finances the Government 
cannot see their way to provide any funds for the 
purpose.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) 8. A. Piacorr 

Dr. W. ALLEN Datey said he thought that they 
were all very dissatisfied with such an answer. It 
was perfectly absurd of the Government to say in 
1921 that they could not proceed with the re- 
introduction of the Order because the day of the 
termination of the late war was not fixed. The 
celerity with which the Order was rescinded after 
the outbreak of the war, viz., on August 6th, was 
very remarkable indeed, in view of their remissness 
in putting the Order into operation again. It was 
said that the Order, if re-introduced, would not 
go far enough, but still it was all they reasonably 
expected to get, and as for waiting until the Milk 
and Dairies (Consolidation) Act became operative, 
it looked as though that would never see the light 
of day in the form in which it was originally passed. 
In view of the obstacles the Government were 
putting in the way, it appeared as if we would be 
fortunate to secure the powers of the Tuberculosis 
Order. 

From a section of the daily press it appeared that 
public money could be saved in many directions, 
and it did seem a great pity that the small sum 
which it would be necessary for the taxpayer to 
find in order to carry out this Order could not be 
obtained. Mr. Burndred, of Blackburn, had 
worked out that the approximate cost to the 
taxpayer in 1913 was between £12,000 and £14,000. 
If they brought that up to date, making pre-war 
values post-war values, they might say that the 
sum required from the Imperial Exchequer would 
not be more than £50,000 per annum, and, shortly, 
it was a crying shame that the Government of a 
country like theirs, for such a paltry sum, would 
not take every possible step to protect the lives 
of the young people of this country. 

Professor Hoppay said he would like to point 
out how much they were lagging behind even their 
own compatriots. The Order was in force in 
Ireland, and had been for some time. 
no reason why, if Ireland could do it, they should 
not. 

Mr. Dr Vine said he wished to support this 
motion going forward. It was a question which 
affected more especially the coming generation of 
the country. 

He thought now that the ladies had got the vote 
they should use their influence to bring about the 
necessary legislation to eradicate tuberculosis in 
cattle, and thereby diminish tuberculosis being 
distributed by milk as at the present time. If the 
ladies supported them, he thought they might 
eventually get something done. 
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Mr. MALE said he was very surprised to hear the 
cost was so small. For the immense amount of 
good which the Order had done he thought the 
total cost would have amounted to much more. 
With the cost being so small he did not think 
anyone could have any objection on the score of 
economy to the re-introduction of the Order. He 
certainly thought the Tuberculosis Order should be 
re-introduced as soon as possible, so that it would 
minimise the risk of infecting human beings to a 
great extent by weeding out cows with tuberculous 
udders and those badly diseased. 

Mr. R. Morris (Chester), a farmer, said he had 
supplied milk, cheese and butter for the last thirty 
years, and if they were going to try and do away 
with diseased cattle he was with them, but his point 
was, did they rely on the tuberculin test ? Did 
they say it was infallible? Did they expect a 
man to rid his herd of tuberculous cattle and receive 
no compensation at all ? He represented Cheshire, 
and this was a very vital matter to them. They 
all agreed that there were sheds and cattle that 
wanted looking to, but if they had got to do it at 
their own personal expense for the benefit of the 
public, were the public going to recompense them 
in any shape or form ? 

Mr. Dr VINE said that ‘under the Order in force 
in 1914 compensation was paid. He took it that 
when the Order was re-introduced compensation 
would be paid again. 

It was proposed by Dr. W. Allen Daley, Black- 
burn, and seconded by Professor Hobday, London:— 

“That this section urge upon the Council of 
the Institute the need for re-submitting to the 

Ministry of Agriculture our resolution of last year 

on the subject of the Tuberculosis Order, and for 


stating emphatically that there should be no 
further delay in the re-introduction of the 
Order.”’ 

Carried unanimously. 


THe CLEAN MILK QUESTION. 


The RECORDING SECRETARY then read the second 
resolution passed at the Bitmingham Conference, 
which was as follows :— 


Resolution proposed by Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, Sheffield, 
and seconded by Mr. Deputy Neal, Corporation of 
London :— ° 


“That before the Milk Bill and the Orders 
made thereunder come into force a conference of 
persons interested—producers, consumers, and 
administrators (local authorities) should be 
called together by the Association of Municipal 
Corporations to work out a standard for the 
cleanliness of dairy premises and quality of milk 
produced for human consumption.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hayuurst stated that the resolution had 
been duly forwarded to the Association of Municipal 
Corporations, and that he had received through the 
secretary of the Institute the following reply :— 








COPY. 


May 30th, 1921. 
Standard of Cleanliness of Dairies and Quality of 
Milk. 

Dear Sir,—I am directed by my committee to 
advert to your letter of the 13th ultimo, trans- 
mitting a resolution passed by the Conference of 
Veterinary Inspectors held at Birmingham last 
year, in which this association is invited to call a 
conference of persons interested to work out a 
standard for the cleanliness of dairy premises 
and quality of milk produced for human con- 
sumption. 

My committee fully appreciate the importance 
of these matters, but they do not think that the 
object could best be obtained by the proposed 
conference.—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Harry G. PrircHarp, 
Secretary. 
Mr. Deputy NEAL, Corporation of London, said 
the answer was not very illuminating. The 
resolution had been turned down, but they did not 


suggest in what form the matter should be 
approached, Continuing, the speaker said at 


another section of the Congress, the day before this 
matter was considered and discussed, he thought 
it was a matter which the Sanitary Institute could 
have taken up, and if the Association of Municipal 
Corporations could not deal with it, why not let the 
Sanitary Institute take the matter up, and they 
might possibly get the Ministry of Health and the 
Ministry of Agriculture to deal with it. If they 
were really there in the interests of the public 
health, he ventured to say that no subject discussed 
was so pregnant to the interests of the people as 
the supply of milk in proper form. He moved 
that the Institute be requested to consider in what 
form this matter could best be approached, and 
that the meeting suggested in the interests of the 
public it was desirable to approach the Ministry of 
Health and the Ministry of Agriculture. 

It was proposed by Mr. Deputy Neal, Corpora- 
tion of London, and seconded by Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge, Royal Veterinary College, London :— 

“That the Council of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute be requested to approach the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the Ministry of Health, with a 
view to calling a conference as to the best method 
of laying down a standard for the cleanliness of 
dairy premises and the quality of milk produced 
for human consumption.” 

Carried unanimously. 

The third .resolution of last year, said Mr. 
HAYHURST, was proposed by Mr. Deputy Neal, 
Corporation of London, and seconded by Mr. 
Miller, Devon C.C., and was as follows : 

That in future no officer should be appointed 
to a responsible position in connection with the 
inspection of meat and food unless he is 
adequately qualified as regards professional 
education and experience, and that the Ministry 
of Health should draw up a list of qualifications 

which would be acceptable.”’ 
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This was afterwards sent to the Ministry of 
Health, and only an acknowledgment was received. 

Mr. Deputy NEAL proposed * that this resolution 
be re-submitted to the Council of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, asking then to forward it to the proper 
quarter.” 

Mr. Rowr Morris seconded, and the motion was 
carried unanimously. 








Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


A quarterly meeting of the Council of the Fund 
was held at LO Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, 
on Thursday, June 30th, when the following 
members were present :—Mr. 8. H. Slocock {in the 
chair), Mr. G. A. Banham, Colonel J. W. Brittle- 
bank, Prof, 8. H. Gaiger, Messrs. T. M. Inglis, J. W. 
McIntosh, E. A. West, and W. Jackson Young. 

(1) Apologies for absence.— Apologies for absence 
were received from Messrs. F. L. Gooch, J. Ewing 
Johnston, P. J. L. Kelland, T. M’Guinness, and 
©. W.Townsend. 

(2) Minutes.—The minutes of the previous 
meeting were taken as read and confirmed. 

(3) Secretary's report.—'The Secretary reported 
that since the previous quarterly meeting — the 
following donations and new subscriptions had been 
received :— 

£os. d. 
Col. H. Greenfield and Officers of the 
Cavalry Division of the Rhine Army, 


1919 eng sa ee 10 0 0 
Mrs. Stuart ne eas eee . O10 6 
J. A. W. Dollar ... Son _ mn 2 E'S 
F. S. Warburton ~ - . O10 6 
Messrs. Thatcher and Son —... mw 22S 

New Subscriptions. 
A Douglas (increased subscription) ... 1 1 0 
J. G. MeGregor ... ee — . O10 6 
C. J. Deathe __... ian sé we =O 10 6 
P. J. Hayes - 010 6 


He also reported that he bad made application to 
the Board of Trade to have the Fund exempted from 
the obligations imposed by Section 2 (2) of the 
Companies (Particulars as to Directors) Act, L917, 
and had received the following Order :— 

THe Boarp or TrAvE hereby exempt the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund from the 
obligations imposed by Section 2 (2) of the 
Companies (Particulars as to Directors) Act. 
1917, for such time as the name of the Company 
remains the same and the Directors of the 
Company remain of British nationality. 

This exemption is subject to revocation at 
any time. 

Dated this 2nd day of May, 1921. 

(Signed) H. M. WINEARLS. 
It was resolved that the Secretary’s report be 
adopted. 
(4) Cases.—-No. 4, Mrs. C. 
It was resolved that the grant be continued. and 
that the case be re-considered in three months’ 


time. 
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No. 57, Miss M. 
It was resolved that a grant of ten shillings per 
week be made in this case, the matter to be re- 


considered in three months’ time, after inquiries 
to be made by the Secretary. 
(5) Special donation.—A_ letter was _ received 


from the Solicitor to Mr. Trevor F. Spencer, of 
Kettering, enclosing a cheque for fifty guineas as a 
donation to the Fund, being the amount received 
by Mr. Spencer from the publishers of the Daily 
Express, on Mr. Spencer’s waiving all claims for 
damages against the publishers for libel. 

It was resolved that the he arty thanks of the 
Council be conveyed to Mr. Spencer for his generous 
donation. 


ANssociation Reporis. 





The Central Vetostaney Society. 


DiscCussION ON CLEAN Mu. K Society's RESOLUTION. 

A General Meeting of the Central Veterinary 
Society (National Veterinary Medical Association : 
Central Division) was held on Thursday, July 7th, 
1921, at No. LO Red Lion Square, London, W.C., 
Major-Gen, Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, K.C.B., D.S.O. 
(President), in the chair. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance 
book :—Professors F. Hobday and G. H. Wooldridge, 
Colonel A. Olver, Majors B. L. Lake, E. M. Perry, 
P. W. Dayer Smith, W. 8. Mulvey, G. W. Dunkin, 
Messrs. G. H. Livesey, J. W. McIntosh, J. Willett, 
Kk. L. Stroud, R. Bryden, J. Seton, J. MceCunn, 
J. Rowe, Sidney Villar, W. R. Davis, P. . Howard, 
R. A. Philp, Ralph Bennett, J. Bell, F. Mac- 
donald. R. J. Foreman, F. G. xo th A. E. 
Gostling, D. H. Wood, W. Perryman, and Hugh 


A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. Visitor ; Major Robin 
Catmur. 

The minutes of the May and June meetings of 
the Society were taken as read, confirmed and 
signed by the President. 

The Srcrerary announced that letters and 


telegram had been received from Messrs. J. B. 
Buxton, A. E. Willett and J. C. Coleman, regretting 
their inability to be present. 

Mr. A. Cornish-Bowden, M.R.C.V.S., 
Park Farm. Croydon Road, Beckenham, 
was elected a Fellow of the Society. 

Capt. C. J. Macara-Finnie, M.A., M.R.C.V.S 
Barrister-at-Law, Sports’ Club, St. James’ Square, 
W., and Capt. Samuel Edward Holmes, O.B.E.. 
M.R.C.V.S., Veterinary Infirmary, Reigate, Surrey 
will come up for election at the next me eting. 

The next business was to consider the following 
resolution from the National Clean Milk Society : 

That in the opinion of the Council of the 
National Clean Milk Society :— 

1. Greater care should be taken in the 
elimination from dairy farms of animals that 


Kesley 


Kent, 
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may be a source of danger to the public through 

the milk supply. 

2. That veterinary surgeons, duly appointed 
by the Local Authority, should have power to 
enter the premises of any person producing 
milk, for the purpose of examining any cattle 
in the herd and of reporting on the health 
any cattle in the herd. 

3. That the Government should take steps 
to provide for the free use of the tuberculin test 
by farmers who will adhere to conditions that 
the testing authority may lay down. 

The PRESIDENT said this resolution was before 
the National Veterinary Society, to whom it had 
been sent by the Central Veterinary Society. The 
National Society had not discussed it yet, but 
had put it back for discussion at their next meeting. 
Whether it was any use the Central Veterinary 
Society discussing the resolution he did not know ; 
he would take the view of those present. 

It was agreed to proceed with the discussion. 

Capt. S. VittaR moved; ‘ That the Central 
Veterinary Society acknowledges with thanks the 
resolutions from the National Clean Milk Society. 
The Central Veterinary Society is in agreement 
with Resolutions 1 and 2, but is unable to support 
the third resolution as to the tuberculin. test. 
This Society is further of opinion that the frequent 
inspection of milking cows and cowsheds by 
specially-appointed veterinary surgeons would 
ensure the production of pure milk.” He said he 
took exception to the third resolution chiefly for 
two reasons: (1) that the free use of the tuberculin 
test by farmers was not warranted under any 
circumstances—it should only be supplied to and 
used by members of the veterinary profession— 
and (2) that this was not an opportune time for 
advocating the general use of the tuberculin tests, 
What was needed for the safety of the public were 
practical measures for ensuring a clean and pure 
milk supply—a system in which the cow-keepers 
themselves would co-operate. At the present 
price of dairy cows it was not practical to ask cow 
owners to cease using the milk of reacting cows. 
The unfortunate circumstance that the tuberculin 
test did not indicate the amount of tuberculosis 
present in any given cow was fatal to its general 
use. A cow badly affected with tuberculosis 
might give only a slight reaction, or no reaction at 
all, and a cow in which there existed only a very 
small lesion might react most markedly to both 
the thermal and ophthalmic tests, and if such a 
small lesion was situate apart from the milk glands, 
as it was practically certain to be, such a cow might 
yield healthy milk for years, and there was also a 
good chance of the animal's absolute recovery 
from the disease. Those who were experienced 
in tuberculin testing knew that any single form 


of the test was not reliable—that if the sub- 
cutaneous and ophthalmic tests were used 


simultaneously a cow might pass one way and fail 
in the other. The only safe way which the mem- 
bers of the profession, as scientists, could accept 
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was the simultaneous application of the ophthalmic 
and subcutaneous tests, as was now required by 
the Ministry of Health for the production of the 
high-priced Grade A (Certified) Milk, rejecting the 
animal which reacted to either or both tests. The 
cow-keeper was absolutely convinced of the 
impossibility of producing milk at its present 
market price if his cows were to be subjected 
periodically to the tuberculin test, and reactors 
eliminated from his herd. Why invite him to 
adopt a method financially impossible? The 
frequent inspection of dairy cows by skilled 
veterinarians would ensure only healthy cows 
being used for the public milk supply ; the aver- 
age cow-keeper and milk vendor would welcome 
and support such a system of inspection. 

Mr. McIntTosu said he was in agreement with 
Mr. Villar with regard to the first and probably 
the last parts of the proposal, but did not agree 
with the second portion. He was not in favour 
of unlimited powers being placed in the hands of 
the authorities. He thought there was just the 
possibility of unlimited control being extended 
too far, and he considered that only in the event 
of suspicion should the authorities be empowered 
to enter on the premises of a private individual. 
He had had some experience of public work, and 
he had always felt that it was to the advantage, 
not only of the man who was acting in a public 
capacity, but also to that of healthy milk produc- 
tion, if the former carried with him the influences 
of the producer’s veterinary attendant. There 
was surely nothing objectionable in that. In 
fact, he thought it imperative that the veterinary 
surgeon who was the owner’s regular attendant 
should be cunsulted. Mr. Villar had rightly said 
that the cow-keepers would co-operate. They 
would co-operate if a certain amount of trust and 
responsibility was thrown upon them, but not if 
their premises were tobe entered in a sort of 
surreptitious way. It had been said that the 
cow-keeper would shift or hide a suspicious animal 
if he knew the inspector was coming, but he (Mr. 
McIntosh) had more confidence in the average 
stock-owner than that, and he thought that unless 
the public and the authorities realised that it was 
an advantage to carry with them the local prac- 
titioner, and to put a certain amount of trust in 
the cow-keeper himself, the Act would be a failure. 
For these reasons he opposed Clause 2. 

Mr. F. G. Samson seconded Mr. MelIntosh’s 
proposal, 

Professor WooLDRIDGE suggested that as there 
was a dissentient voice with regard to Section 2, 
that point might be taken individually. 

The .PrestpenT said he thought it would 
expedite matters if he put it from the chair that 
the three resolutions of the Clean Milk Society 
should be taken one by one. Those present had 
heard Mr. Sidney Villar and Mr. McIntosh ; there 
was a dissentient opinion as to which paragraph 
should be accepted and which not. He would put 
the first paragraph, ‘‘ Greater care should be taken 
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in the elimination from dairy farms of animals 
that may be a source of danger to the public 
through the milk supply.”” Had anybody any- 
thing to say against that? He would put it to 
the meeting that they agreed with that. 

The paragraph was agreed to unanimously. 

The PreEsIDENT said the second resolution was : 
“That veterinary surgeons, duly appointed by 
the Local Authority, should have power to enter 
the premises of any person producing milk. for 
the purpose of examining any cattle in the herd 
and of reporting on the health of any cattle in the 


herd.”” They had heard Mr. McIntosh’s opinion 
regarding this paragraph. It was open for 
discussion. 


Mr. G. H. Livesry said that in order to get on 
with the business he would like to move with 
regard to Paragraph 2, in conformity with what 
Mr. McIntosh had said, that the Society would 
approve of the second resolution if it were worded 
as follows: “That veterinary surgeons duly 
appointed by the locai authority should have 
power to enter the premises of any person pro 
ducing milk, for the purpose of examining con- 
currently with the owner’s veterinary surgeon 
any cattle in the herd, and reporting on any cattle 
in the herd.” 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE said one could not help 
being impressed to a certain extent by the views 
which had been expressed by Mr. McIntosh ; but 
at the same time he thought Mr. McIntosh was 
scenting a danger which was not likely to arise. 
If the veterinary surgeon was to be appointed 
by the local authority, it was more than likely he 
would be a local man. It might happen that he 
was not the veterinary surgeon of the individual 
farmer; that might be an advantage rather than 
otherwise, because then he could not be influenced 
by the fact that it was one of his own clients. He 
(Professor Wooldridge) thought the important 
thing so far as the Central Veterinary Society was 
concerned was that the Clean Milk Society was 
aiming at the production of better conditions for 
the milk supply, and was of opir »>n that veterinary 
surgeons properly appointed for the purpose might 
very materially assist to that end. That, after 
all, he thought was the main thing for the moment. 
He did not think the appointment of sanitary 
inspectors had very seriously upset the sanctity 
of the household, although they had power to enter 
any household ; and he thought the same kind of 
thing absolutely would apply to the present case. 
He did not see any reason to suspect that a veterin- 
ary inspector would go beyond his powers, or 
adopt an unreasonable attitude in this connection. 
For his own part he saw no great objection to 
No. 2 section of the resolution as it stood. All 
the same he would have no objection whatever to 
the amendment suggested by Mr. Livesey if it 
was thought by the majority of those present to 
be advisable. It was questionable whether it 
would be workable. Supposing the veterinary 
surgeon appointed happened to be the veterinary 
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surgeon of the farmer in question, would he pro- 
ceed to examine concurrently with himself ? 

Mr. Livesey: Quite. 

Professor Woo.LprRIpGe said that would be 
reducing things to the position in which they now 
stood; there would be no serious amendment 
brought about. He thought that on the whole 
the principle of the second resolution was highly 
desirable, and rather than being negatived it 
should be supported by the Central Veterinary 
Society as a body. 

Mr. J. Witxierr said he thought, supporting 
Mr. McIntosh, that Professor Wooldridge had 
quite lost sight of the point. The reference to 
a man being the veterinary surgeon to a particular 
herd, and acting in consultation with himself 
was really not to the point at all Supposing, for 
argument’s sake, that Professor Wooldridge was 
inspector in a district where he (Mr. Willett) was 
in practice; it would be much better and more 
workable for Professor Wooldridge to intimate 
his intention of visiting a particular herd, so that 
they could act together. Of course it would be 
different if it was a question of a whole-time man 
being appointed, but, presumably, it would be 
a part-time man, and efficiency was more likely 
to result if the inspector met his brother prac- 
titioner in consultation. 

Major Mutvey said that for the past 10} years 
he had acted under a local authority as inspector 
of a district, and rather more than that, he had 
been appointed by his borough as inspector of 
cowsheds, dairies and slaughter-houses. During 
the whole of the 10} years he had never had a 
single case of clashing with any other veterinary 
surgeon in the district. Several of these were 
registered practitioners. He always told them 
anything that was going on. He had power to 
enter any cowshed, dairy or slaughter-house in 
the borough at any time he liked. 
of fact he had in his pocket the authority that 
had been given him, signed by the Town Clerk. 
Major Mulvey read this document to the meeting, 
but said he had never shown it to anyone yet, 
nor ever been asked for it. He had never had 
any difficulty at all. He had always got his own 
way. The thing had never been questioned. 
People in the town sent him samples of milk—he 


had had between 250 and 300 last year. Whenever. 


people got milk they did not like the look of they 
put it in a bottle—generally a dirty one—and sent 
it down ; and if he found tuberculosis, or anything 
he did not like, he went round and examined the 
cows. He had never had a_ prosecution—never 
any trouble at all. The local practitioners had 
never objected, and he and they had worked well 
together. He did not see why any inspector 
appointed by the local authority, provided he was 
the right man in the right place, should have any 
trouble at all. It was a question of personality 
and tact ; it was not a question of one man con- 
sulting with another. This might be impossible. 
Take the case of an inspector with a case of anthrax ; 
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he could not wait for another man to come back 
twenty miles from a calving case; he must deal 
with the matter at once. If the inspector knew 
his job, the thing went as smoothly as could be; 
if he did not, he should not be employed. 


Mr. D. H. Woop said he had had a good deal 
of experience in the inspection of cowsheds for a 
number of years in Fifeshire, following on that in 
the city and county of Edinburgh, and, later, for 
five years under the London County Council. 
During all these years he had never really had any 
trouble either with the farmers or with their 
attendant veterinary surgeons. He thought Mr. 
McIntosh had magnified unnecessarily the difficul- 
ties that might arise. He (Mr. Wood) had known 
cases in connection with the London County 
Council where there had been a refusal of admission 
to inspect the farmer’s cows, and afterwards he 
had gone down with the Medical Officer of Health— 
who alone could get a warrant for inspection—and 
one or other of them had had the warrant in his 
pocket, but had never had to produce it. A matter 
of reasonable talking with the farmer had got over 
the difficulty. He thought there was no difficulty 
at all either with the local practitioner or with the 
farmer. (Applause.) 

Mr. P. 8S. Howarp said his own view with regard 
to the point at issue was rather that the clause 
should stand as it was. The gist of it was the entry 
of the veterinary surgeon appointed by the local 
authority, and he (Mr. Howard) thought this was 
a reasonable way of dealing with the matter. The 
Medical Officer of Health worked on very similar 
lines. 

Mr. F. G. Samson said he was of opinion that 
Clause 2 should be left as it was, the veterinary 
surgeon appointed by the local authority having 
the power to enter when he liked. If an appoint- 


/ ment was necessary betwe , , 
ia anita | ary between the farmer and the 


veterinary surgeon, the inspection would be 
brought down to a complete farce. He had been 
knocking about in the world for a few years, and 
had found that we were not all saints. Far from it, 
Cases would occur, if an appointment was made 
by the inspector saying that he wanted to see a 
certain farmer’s cattle at a certain time, when the 
inspector arrived the farmer would have his 
veterinary surgeon there, and the cows would be 
placed for the inspector. There was no doubt 
about that happening in some cases. With 
glanders and farcy, the veterinary surgeon now 
could enter anyone’s place if he had suspicion. 
Mr. McInrosu : If he has suspicion. 


Mr. Samson: I have suspicion of the places | 
go to every quarter when I send in my report. 
(Laughter). At this time of the year it is rather 
difficult to catch the cows, because they are out 
to grass; but I manage it when they come in to 
milk at evening time. You have to find out 
what time they are there. You may depend upon 
it, in many cases, if they knew the inspector was 
coming, certain cows would not be there. 





Mr. McInTosu said he had no desire to press his 
views further, but he might be permitted to say 
from considerable experience that you never got 
the best out of an individual by regarding him 
with suspicion. That was the point he had 
wanted to make, and he still thought, notwith- 
standing the expression of opinion from many 
experienced public health officials, that more 
confidence in the individual and less of the iron 
hand would give better results. As the Act stood 
at present, the authorities must have reasonable 
suspicion before they could enter a man’s premises ; 
and although this power had apparently been 
exceeded without opposition (because it would 
probably not pay an owner to ruffle the temper 
of the man who was acting in a public health 
capacity), he (Mr. MeIntosh) believed that an 
owner would be standing on his rights in refusing 
to let the inspector enter unless there was a reason- 
able ground of suspicion. He believed that if a 
sample of milk was taken and found to be tuber- 
culous, suspicion must attach to a particular 
centre before they could go and inspect the man’s 
animals. Those present might agree to Clause 2, 
but he thought, as a matter of Parliamentary 
procedure, it would not go through. 

The PRESIDENT interposed to explain that the 
clause in question did not refer to tuberculosis. 
It referred to the general health of cattle. 

Mr. McInrosu: It includes that. 

The PRESIDENT said it included everything, but 
it did not come under the Tuberculosis Order. 
No. 3 covered the case of tuberculosis. He thought 
that fact was accepted, and that it was fully 
appreciated that this paragraph referred to the 
general health of cattle. No resolution had been 
proposed and seconded that the paragraph be not 
accepted, and if nobody had any more to say on 
the subject, it would be in order for him to put to 
the meeting the motion that the paragraph be 
accepted. Mr. MeIntosh’s remarks would come 
in as a negative motion to that. He would put 
the substantive motion that the paragraph be 
accepted. 

The resolution was carried, nineteen voting in 
favour and none against, 

The CHATRMAN said they would now discuss the 
third paragraph: * That the Government should 
take steps to provide for the free use of the tuber- 
culin test by farmers who will adhere to conditions 
that the testing authority may lay down.” Of 
course the testing authority could and probably 
would lay down who should carry out the test, and 
exactly how it should be carried out. As far as 
he read the paragraph, it simply meant that the 
tuberculin test should be provided free to the 


farmers. How it was to be carried out the local 
authorities would decide. The paragraph was 
loosely worded and rather involved; but he 


thought it was intended to convey what he had 
stated. 

Major Mutvey said that if a Tuberculosis Order 
like that of 1913-14 came into force, free testing 
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would be provided for; any necessary tuberculin 
testing would be paid for by the State. 

A MempBer: How do you know that / 
is your authority ? 

Major Mutvey: It was last time whenever we 
had a suspicious case. 

The MemBer: That was a different thing to 
testing all the cows. 

Major Mutvey said he would waive the point. 
He thought the paragraph might be modified 
considerably. It might be worded that the 
Government should provide the free use of tuber- 
culin, which should only be issued to the veterinary 
surgeon employed by the owner, and not to the 
owner himself. Should anybody want his cows 
tested with tuberculin, his veterinary surgeon 
should apply to whatever the authority might be 
for tuberculin to test so many cows, acknowledge 
the receipt of it, and report the result of his test. 
That would be the fairest way of dealing with the 
matter. Then any reactors would only come 
under the hands of the local authority, or whoever 
had power to deal with the matter. 

Captain Srpney VILLAR said the President’s 
ruling that they should discuss the resolutions 
section by section placed him (Captain Villar) in 
an awkward position. He had already moved, 
and the motion had been seconded by Mr. Samson, 
that the first two resolutions should be accepted 
and the third rejected. He had also suggested 
the addition of certain words. Now he was in 
the position of having advanced all his arguments 
while a number of gentlemen had come in since. 
He was very strongly of opinion that this third 
resolution should not be accepted. 

Professor WooLDRIDGE: As it stands ? 

Captain Virtar: Under any circumstances, 

Professor WooLpRIDGE: May I take it that Mr. 
Villar is now formally proposing that this section 
he rejected ? 

Captain ViLtLaR: Yes. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE : 
proposing one resolution 
resolutions, 

Captain VILLAR iead his motion again: *‘ That 
the Central Veterinary Society acknowledges with 
thanks the resolutions from the National Clean 
Milk Society. The Central Veterinary Society is 
in agreement with Resolutions 1 and 2, but is 
unable to support the third resolution as to the 
tuberculin test. This Society is further of opinion 
that the frequent inspection of milking cows and 
cow-sheds by specially-appointed veterinary sur- 
geons would ensure the production of pure milk.” 

The PrestpENntT asked if anybody would second 
Mr. Villar’s motion. 

Mr. F. G. Samson seconded the motion. 

The Prestpent asked Captain Villar if the 
proposition was to the effect that the motion of 
the National Clean Milk Society be rejected, and 
that the inspection of dairies by qualified veterin- 
ary surgeons was all that was necessary. 

Captain VILLAR said that was so, 


What 


Mr. Villar instead of 
has proposed three 


. 
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The PRESIDENT asked if anybody wished to say 
anything on the matter, or to suggest any other 
motion. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE said that in moving the 
rejection of the section Mr. Villar made no reference 
whatever to the tuberculin test. Did Mr. Villar 
intend to imply that this was included under the 
general system of inspection ? 

Mr. Samson: Specifically I say that the tuber- 
culin test should not be generally applied. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE said that in discussing 
this matter it appeared to him in the first instance 
that no veterinary surgeon could accept the para- 
graph as it stood. He could not conceive any 
veterinary surgeon accepting a suggestion that 
the tuberculin test should be carried out by farmers, 
and tuberculin supplied free to farmers ; and that 
was what the motion implied if he read it correctly. 
The question divided itself into three sections : 
(1) Is universal testing with tuberculin advisable / 
(2) Is it advisable to provide tuberculin testing 
free of charge ? (3) If the test is to be carried out, 
by whom must it be carried out / In the first 
place, he was not at all convinced that universal 
tuberculin testing was a practical proposition at 
the present time if it was to be made compulsory. 
It could not be carried through for a number of 
reasons. First and foremost was the enormous 
extent over which it would have to be carried out. 
To make it compulsory to test all the cattle in 
this country straightaway would be quite an 
impossibility. Should the tubereulin be provided 
free? That was a rather more important matter 
to them, and Major Mulvey’s suggestion seemed 
pretty well to meet the case ; that suggestion was 
that the tuberculin might be submitted or supplied 
free, but only to veterinary surgeons employed by 
the owner to carry out the test. It did not seem 
fair or reasonable to expect the community to pay 
for the elimination of disease from any man’s 
herds ; but they would all agree that if a man 
wished to eliminate tuberculosis, it was highly 
desirable that he should be assisted in all reasonable 
measures, and that assistance should commence 
with the provision of free tuberculin to fully- 
qualified people who were well able to carry out 
the test. It did not matter for the moment 
whether it was the sub-cutaneous test, the oph- 


thalmie test, a combination of these two, or any. 


other test. They were thinking of an efficient 


tuberculin test which, according to Mr, Villar 
and he (Professor Wooldridge) agreed—implied 


the double test. This answered the third question 

by whom. the test should be carried out ? He did 
not think any farmer, no matter how intelligent. 
was competent to carry out the tuberculin test. 
The conditions which had to be considered, apart 
from the simple recording of temperature, were 
far too great for farmers to construe them. Con- 
sequently, he was in agreement with the proposition 
that the section be not accepted as it stood ; but 
he would be prepared to support it if it could be 
modified in such a way as to express the opinion 
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of the Society that, as Major Mulvey had suggested, 
tuberculin should be supplied free to veterinary 
surgeons employed by farmers for the testing of 
their herds. It was not very much to give the 
farmer the tuberculin, but it was on the road to a 
concession ; and the farmer might think it cost a 
great deal more than it did, and appreciate it 
accordingly. 

Major Mutvery said the whole question seemed 
to turn on whether the State could stand the 
expense or not. At the present time it was very 
doubtful whether we could. When he had sug- 
gested giving the tuberculin free to the owners’ 
veterinary surgeons for the testing of the cattle, 
he had perhaps not thought for a moment as to 
what would happen to the reactors. If the 
veterinary surgeon got his tuberculin free, he was 
under an obligation to report the result of his 
testing. Supposing he got fifty per cent. reactors, 
would an order be made that these be killed, and, 
if so, who was to pay for them? That was the 
difficulty, and he thought, under the circumstances, 
the best thing was to let sleeping dogs lie and to 
wait on the future. He was certain that if we 
started testing there would be enormous reactions, 
and rates would go up beyend the possibility of 
meeting them. 

Mr. J. Witwerr said he thought the clause 
should be rejected, not in words definitely, but in 
words such as Professor Wooldridge had used, 
saying they could not agree with it as it stood. 
That would leave the door open for further corres- 
pondence and the expression of their views later, 
if these were asked for. 


The PrReEsIDENT said the matter had been 
refferred to the National, who would give an 


authoritative opinion. 

Mr. Witter said he was prepared to support 
a proposal to reject the section “as it stood.” 

The PResIDENT asked if anyone would second 
the motion by Mr. Willett, “ That we reject this 
resolution as it stands ~ ? 

Captain VILLAR read his resolution a third time, 
saying his point was that the tuberculin test was 
not wanted. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE said he would be pre- 
pared to second Mr, Willett’s resolution; the 
second proviso that Mr. Villar had included carried 
them a great deal further, and he was net prepared 
to vote for that ; but he was prepared to second 
Mr. Willett’s resolution. 

The Prestpent: It has been propesed and 
seconded that the opinion we send to the National 
Veterinary Medical Association on this letter from 
the National Clean Milk Society is that we agree 
to paragraphs 1 and 2, but we are not prepared 
to accept the third paragraph as it stands. 

The amendment was then put to the vote and 
carried, 

Major DunkIN asked if he might say a word 
with reference to the statement made at the 
Folkestone Congress. He, also, had been present 
at that Congress, and it was a long time since he 
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had felt so humiliated as when their President had 
next day informed them what had taken place. It 
was little short of appalling that such a thing 
should take place at all; and it was even worse if, 
as he was given to understand, the gentleman who 
had stated that veterinary surgeons were incom- 
petent to carry out the test had obtained his 
information from ‘five prominent members of the 
profession.”’ Surely it was for someone to ascer- 
tain who those five prominent members were. 
If they were really prominent members of the 
profession, it was possible to imagine that one or 
other of them was a member of the Council. 
Surely steps should be taken to ascertain who those 
gentlemen were, and where they got their infor- 
mation from. He felt the matter so keenly that 
he had come up from Canterbury to voice his 
views on the subject. He hoped the matter 
would be seriously considered that evening if 
there was time ; if not, they should not delay, but 
should get on to it at some future time. . 


Professor Woo.LpripGe: I would like, Mr. 
President, to ask if when you enlarged on that 
subject with which we are all agreed, whether you 
had in your mind that my suggestion that it is 
impracticable to carry out the test bore that same 
construction ? 

The PrestpENT: No. 

Professor WooLDRIDGE: That is what I wanted 
to be clear on. It was mainly on economic grounds 
such as outlined by Mr. Mulvey that I said that. 

Major Mutvey said the question that had been 
raised was an extremely difficult one, and should 
require a lot of thought before it came up for 
discussion at all. If the Society thought the 
question should be discussed, and that the eminent 
persons in the veterinary profession who had been 
referred to should have their names brought to 
light, he thought it would be well to adjourn the 
matter to a future occasion. It was a very diffi- 
cult thing, and, personally, he hardly saw what 
good would be done by bringing it up. Such things 
were sure to happen now and then; you always 
heard someone who had got nearly to the top of 
the tree saying that everyone down below was no 
good—probably because he was afraid that some of 
these might climb up and get on top of him. He 
(Major Mulvey) knew nothing about the matter ; 
this was the first he had heard of it. But if it 
came up he thought it should go before the Council 
for them to decide first. He thought it was risky 
to discuss these things at an ordinary meeting 
unless the feeling of the Council of the Society 
had been taken first. 

Mr. G. H. Livesry said it seemed they had 
been approached by the National Clean Milk 
Society, who had submitted resolutions for their 
opinion. In returning their considered opinion, 
either for themselves or through the National, he 
thought it would be a good thing to frame some 
message to the National Clean Milk Society, 
wishing success in their work, and guaranteeing 
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whole-hearted support from the veterinary pro- 
fession. He would like to propose that. 

Mr. Woop seconded this resolution. He said 
a resolution on the lines of that from the National 
Clean Milk Society ought really to have come, 
he thought, from the veterinary profession. In 
this, as in other matters, veterinary surgeons had 
lagged behind until someone else had taken it up. 

The PRrestpENT said he supposed Mr. Livesey 
intended his resolution to go to the National. 
They would break up the National if they were 
not loyal. 

The Secretary: It 
National. 

The PrestpENT: Will you word your proposal 
as an instruction to be sent to the National ? 

Mr. Livesgey: Yes. It goes as the opinion of 
this Society to the National. 

The resolution was then 
unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT said the next business was to 
ask Major B. L. Lake to read a paper on his experi- 
ence in Northern Russia. 

Major B. L. Lake then read his paper, published 
elsewhere in this issue: “‘A Few Notes on my 
Experience in Northern Russia.” 

Professor WooLDRIDGE said all would agree 
that Major Lake deserved a hearty vote of thanks 
for his most interesting paper. 

Mr. Stroup seconded the vote of thanks, and 
this was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. McInrosu said this was the last meeting 
for the session, and he had very great pleasure in 
proposing a hearty vote of thanks to their retiring 
President, General Sir L. J. Blenkinsop. (Applause.) 
During his time of office their President had added 
dignity and lustre to the Chair, and he (Mr. 
McIntosh) thought he was right in saying that 
during the session there had been a record attend- 
ance, which fact in itself proved the estimaticn 
in which they regarded General Blenkinsop. It 
was not necessary to say more. He (Mr. McIntosh) 
voiced the sentiments of all present when he said 
they thanked their President heartily for carrying 
on the duties of the Society during the past year. 
(Applause. ) 

Mr. G. H. Livesgy seconded the resolution. He 
said they were all grateful to General Blenkinsop 
for giving his valuable time and energy to the 
Society, and grateful to him for excellent work he 
did, not simply for the Society, but for the whole 
profession, and for the army veterinary service. 
He kept an eye like a hawk’s on the interests of 
the profession, and was always ready to take up 
the cudgels on its behalf. (Applause.) 

The vote of thanks was carried by acclamation. 

The PresipeEnt briefly acknowledged the com- 
pliment, and this ended the meeting. 


Hueu A. MacCormack. 
Hon. Sec, 
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Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary Medical 
Association. 

A special meeting of this Society was held in the 
toyal (Dick) Veterinary College during the after- 
noon of June 2nd, following the annual meeting 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. The 
members and visitors present included Messrs. 
A. Spreull, J. Gibson, J. G. McGregor, W. W. 
Peggie, A. Baird, J. Taylor, J. A. Hepburn, W. 
Anderson, J. Henderson, J. Aitken, J. A. Matheson, 
T. M. Inglis, A. K. Cameron, J. Nicol, D. 58. 
Rabagliati, J. Brown, J. Macfarlane, H. Kirk, A. 
Douglas, R. G. Anderson, T. T. Taylor, W. S. 
Petrie, J. Lindsay, T. D. Connochie, J. Bishop, J. 
Pollock, A. Gibson, E. James, F. Garnett, A. Gofton, 
A. Mackenzie, O. Charnock Bradley, W. M. Mitchell, 
W. C. Miller, J. R. Grieg, T. Young, J. Clarkson, 
W. J. Mulvey, 8. Slocock, J. Mackie, F. Bullock 
and R. G. Linton. 

The chair was occupied by the President, Mr. 
John Taylor. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
ws read and the secretary submitted the corres- 
pondence, which included several letters from 
members intimating their inability to be present. 

Lieut.-Col. W. H. Nicol, O.B.E., R.A.V.C., and 
Capt. J. Judge, R.A.V.C., were elected members 
of the Society. 

Messrs, A. K. Cameron, J. D. Coutts, and J. 
Pollock were nominated for election at the next 
meeting. 

When the formal business of the Society was 
concluded the meeting was continued in the 
Clinical Department. 

Mr, T. M. Inglis gave a very interesting demon- 
stration on the use of Burdizzio’s bovine castrator, 
a young bull being used for the purpose. 

Mr. A. Edgar chloroformed a cow in the standing 
position. 

Mr. W. M. Mitchell exhibited the Simplicity 
equine operating table, and showed his method of 
operating for canker of the foot of the horse. 

The demonstrations were closely watched by all 
those present and were much appreciated. 

R. G. Linton, Hon. Sec. 





Jvotes and News. 





ANIMAL Diseases RESEARCH ASSOCIATION. 

In the annual report of this Association it) was 
stated that the Animal Diseases Research Associa 
tion (the only society of its kind in Great Britain) 
had been founded for the purpose of developing the 
study of the diseases of farm live stock. It was 
intended to combine the efforts of expert investiga- 
tors with those of practical agriculturists engaged 
in animal husbandry, and to enlist the financial 
support of the State in the promotion of researches 
which were of national importance, in view of the 
contribution which they were fitted to make to the 


| economy of food 
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production. The — practical 
investigation of the diseases of live stock was of 


| special importance to stock owners ; and it was, 








therefore, satisfactory that the bodies which 
represented the Scottish farming interests had 
given their cordial support to the formation and 
development of the Society. | No doubt, the report 
added, research workers could successfully investi- 
gate disease without the intervention of an Associa- 
tion, but no eradication of disease was possible 
without the intelligent co-operation of stock owners 
and stock attendants. On the other hand, no 
Association could get the support required to secure 
success without its research workers. Through the 
Association, research workers would be able to 
secure unique facilities for research and experiment. 
The eradication of the communicable diseases of 


| stock could only be accomplished if proper sanitary 


ineasures were adopted by the whole agricultural 
community, and the Association ought to be in a 
specially favourable position for influencing stock 
owners and stock attendants. In this matter of 
stock sanitation science had scarcely penetrated 
into agricultural practice. The failure to get the 
stock owners to realise the benefits of scientific 
knowledge was responsible for the little progress 
that had been made in eradicating “ sturdy,” scab, 
tuberculosis, and mange. It was at least evident 
that to a great extent the farming community had 
remained unaffected by the advance of science. 
The directors stated, in conclusion, that they were 
most anxious to begin research work, but felt that 
until the Development Commissioners stated the 
assistance they were willing to give, it would not be 
practicable to engage a permanent band of 
investigators, which made it difficult to determine 
the range and scale of possible operations at present, 
They recognised, however, that actual work should 
not be long postponed. 


The appointment of Mr. John Dowie Borthwick, 
M.R.C.V.S., as Principal Veterinary Surgeon for 
the Union, vice Mr, C. KE. Gray, retired on pension, 
is gazetted. a 
WATERING STOCK, 

One consequence of the drought from which the 
country generally has been suffering this year is 
that many farmers who have not had to worry 
much in the past in providing water for their stock 
have been greatly troubled and put to much 
expense to get the necessary supply. In normal 
vears the rainfall over the larger part of England 
is enough to make any preparations for conserving 
the stock quite unnecessary ; in fact, there is 
generally more trouble over getting rid of water 
than there is over storing it. [It is recognised now 
that for animals, just as is the case with human 
beings, pure water is much better than doubtful 
water; and it will often pay to take steps to ensure 
a clean supply. Concrete drinking troughs filled 
from ponds by gravitation are often practicable, 
and where they are used the ponds themselves 
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can be fenced in. With the troughs there is also 
less risk of carrying disease from one animal to 
another ; as although it is true they all drink out 
of the same trough, still the trough can at any time 
be cleaned out and disinfected, which in the case 
of a pond is impracticable.— Agricultural Gazette. 

During the first six months of this year exports of 
pedigree stock have been as follows :— Cattle, 1,050 ; sheep 
and lambs, 777; pigs, 179. The foot-and-mouth disease 
restrictions were responsible for the large decrease in 
shipments. . 

The Minister of Agriculture states that the Ministry is 
not prepared to impose a tax of £20 on each horse exported 
from this country, but he is endeavouring to ensure that 
horses intended for food shall be slaughtered in this 
country. 


Parisians had the unexpected sight of a pig hunt in the 
middle of the city. A market cart on its way to the central 
markets with live pigs overturned in the Faubourg St. 
Martin. In a few minutes the animals were galloping 
gaily off along the street. Cyclists and police armed with 
lassoos gave a Wild West touch to the hunt, and there 
was much merriment when one sturdy pig with a lassoo 
fairly round its neck struggled so much that a policeman 
was pulled to the ground and the animal got away again. 
It was only after a hunt of two hours that the last of the 
runaways was captured. 


In w sick cow recently slaughtered, it was found that a 
piece of wire was piercing the heart, and in the stomach was 
an iron spanner such as is used in the repair of telephone 
wires. 








Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editors should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue 


Prof. Williams and ‘‘ Fleeting Tetanus.’’ 


Sirs,—L have been interested in the communication of 
“Trish Vet.” in your issue of May 7th, under the title of 
* Fleeting ‘Tetanus,’ and the comments thereon by Mr. 
KF. T. Harvey, M.R.C.V.S., in your issue of May 28th. = | 
think Mr. Harvey is correct in questioning the diagnosis 
made by your correspondent. I vote that in the first 
article “ Lrish Vet.” states that the membrana nictatans 
protruded upon the elevation of the animal’s head. I 
believe with Mr. Harvey that this was taken as granted, 
and that any definite observations upon the point had not 
occurred. 

In my * Veterinary Obstetrics’ (1917), on page 605, 
under the title “* Parturient Eclampsia in the Mare,” | 
describe a disease which it seems to me corresponds with 
the case described. | may, of course, be in error regarding 
the nomenclature of the disease, as it is definitely stated 
that its exact nature is unknown. ‘The disease is very 
frequently mistaken for tetanus, and in other cases is 
falsely diagnosed as yet some other disease. In _ its 
course it passes through so many different phases that if a 
veterinarian observes one case in a given stage and then 
w second animal in yet another stage, unless he has an 
acquaintance with the disease, he is extremely liable to 
make a wrong diagnosis. ‘The disease is so common in 
brood mares that it appears very strange that more atten 
tion has not been given to the malady in our veterinary 
literature.—-Very truly yours, W. L. Winniams, New York 
State Veterinary College, Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., 
July 7th, 1921. 


b 


The Position of the 1.C.V.D. 


Sirs,—* Vis Unita Fortior,” in your issue of June 4th, 


lias the Lemerity to essay the correction of what he terms 
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& mis-statement on my part in my letter of February 11th, 
which appeared in your issue of March 12th. Does he 
really mean to deny that the Civil Veterinary Department 
has been split up into Provincial Departments each con- 
trolled by a Minister directly responsible to an elected 
Legislative Council? If he does, he is denying a fact 
patent to all in India. 

It is quite true that European officers appointed from 
the United Kingdom are appointed to an Imperial Service, 
but that is merely a technicality and does not imply that 
they are to serve under the Imperial Government. These 
officers belong to the 1.C.V.D., but they do not constitute 
the Civil Veterinary Department entirely, which comprises 
what are known as Provincial C.V.D. officers and also 
subordinate C.V.D. officers. These 1.C.V.D. officers, on 
arrival in India, are posted by the Imperial Government 
to provinces, and they serve under the Provincial Govern- 
ments, to whom they have to look for promotion, prefer- 
ment and grant of leave. In most cases they remain in 
one province throughout their service after once having 
passed through their period of training, although in certain 
cases the Provincial Governments do surrender their 
services to the Government of India to be posted elsewhere, 
but in that case they have to pass in a fresh vernacular 
language, and such transfers are rare. 

“Vis Unita Fortior”’ is evidently ill-acquainted with 
the Civil administration of India, and is far at sea when he 
compares the I.C.V.D. to other departments. The 
1.C.V.D. isin no way analogous to the botanical, zoological, 
or geological departments, for these departments are 
engaged in carrying out surveys for the Government of 
India. He is also wrong in assuming that the Inspector- 
General of Forests and the Agricultural Adviser to the 
Government of India are the heads of the Forest and 
Agricultural Departments respectively. They are merely 
advisers to the Government of India on such subjects and 
control Imperial research institutes dealing with forestry 
or agriculture. 

I do not deny that it is desirable to have some one to 
advise the Government of India on veterinary matters 
affecting the whole ladian Empire, but I doubt the 
possibility of making out a reasoned case for the necessity 


of a whole-time officer to perform that work. “ Vis 
Unita Fortior’’ has not made out a case. Should an 
Inspector-General L.C.V.D. assume other duties than 


acting merely as an adviser to the Government of India, 
he would be assuming the rdéle of a fifth wheel to the coach. 

It is not progress to indulge in, make believe, or to build 
castles in Spain or to pretend to be able to do what can’t 
be done, and nowadays such pastimes are impossible, for 
each item of expenditure is examined, criticised, and must 
be defended logically—the days of the Sinila Pooh-Bahs 
are over. 

“Vis Unita Fortior ’? must know he has a bad case, for 
he indulges in the time-worn device of pettifoggers in such 
circumstances—denying the facts and abusing the other 
side. — Yours, ‘etc., ** Verrras.”’ 





The Bottle in Eversion. 


Sirs,—I was very much interested in reading Mr. J. C. 
Coleman’s record of eversion of the uterus, and while giving 
that gentleman all the “ kudos” possible, think that if 
younger or even older practitioners are tempted to adopt 
his bottle treatment, trouble is in store for them. ‘lle 
fact of any foreign object (and a quart champagne bottle is 
decidedly a foreign object) lying in the vagina is resented 
by the patient and her sole desire for the time it is there 
is to get rid of it, which causes the animal to be continually 
heaving or straining, a condition the veterinary surgeon in 
attendance least desires. After returning an everted 
uterus and having satisfied yourself that the whole of the 
horn of that organ isin a normal position, with the exception 
of inserting a pessary or two at the time, the less after- 
meddling (sometimes called treatment) you give to the 
uterus the better. Daily washings out and introductions of 
anything are a snare and a delusion. Raise your cow with 
solid bedding behind her, apply a truss for a few days, or 
adopt one of the several sutures of the labia; give the 
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animal some tinct. opii or chloral hydrate, and go and 
do some other work; put another visit in to remove 
sutures or truss in a day or two, and as many more as you 
like for the benefit of the day-hook. 

The pity of Mr. Coleman’s case is that he did not give 
us a more detailed account of his administration 
chloroform and subsequent amputation of the offending 


of | 
| Sept. 15th), 1919); Capt. G. A. Kelly, R.A.V.C. (May 17th, 


organ. This would have been really interesting, and I trust | 


Mr. Coleman may be induced to enlarge upon his modus 


operandi in what, to most veterinary surgeons, is usually | 


an operation that ends fatally, but which he puts into the 


concise statement, ‘* 1 therefore recommended amputation, | 


which was agreed to, and | administered chloroform and 


FLETCHER. 
3 Ellen Street, Sheffield, 19th July, 1921. 


Army Veterinary Service. 
LONDON Gazerre.—INpDtIa OFFICE. 

July 22nd.—The following officers held appointments, as 
stated, on the Staff of the Force employed on the North- 
West Frontier, in connection with the late Afghan War : 

Dep. Drr. or Ver. Services.—Col. FE. W. Larnder, 
C.B.E., R.A.V.C. (May 15th, 1919). 

Asst. Dirs. or Ver. Services.—Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. 
W. H. Nichol, R.A.V.C. (May 12th to Sept. 15th, 1919) ; 
Maj. H. E. Gibbs, D.S.0., R.A.V.C. (May 14th to Sept. 15th, 
1919); Maj. E. C. Webb, O.B.E., F.R.C.V.S., R.A.V.C. 
(May 17th to June 25th, 1919); Capt. (temp. Lt.-Col.) 
S. W. Marriott, O.B.E., R.A.V.C. (June 26th, 1919); Maj. 





Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) E. B. Bartlett, R.A.V.C. (July 17th, 
1919). 

Dep. Asst. Dirs. or Ver. SERViIcES.—Capt. (temp. Maj.) 
T. J. Davis, R.A.V.C. (May 6th to July 19th, 1919); Capt. 
(temp. Maj.) E. V. Hobbs, R.A.V.C. (May 12th to July 
12th, 1919); Capt. C. Davenport, R.A.V.C. (May Mth to 


1919); Capt. S. W. Marriott, O.B.E., R.A.V.C. (May 20th 
to Sept. 15th, 1919); Capt. (temp. Maj.) P. D. Carey, 
R.A.V.C. (May 24th, 1919); Capt. (temp. Maj.) D. A’S. 
Beck, R.A.V.C. (June 22nd, 1919); Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. 
H. ©. Dibben, R.A.V.C. (July 12th, 1919); Major W. W. 
R. Neale, O.B.E., R.AJV.C. (July 20th, 1919); Maj. 


performed the operation at once.”’-—-Yours, ete., Tom ©. |W. W. R. Neale, O0.B.E., R.A.V.C. (Sept. 21st, 1919). 


Ver. Orrr.—-Capt. J. P. A. Morris, R.A.V.C. (July 31st, 
1919). 
War OrriceE—TERRITORIAL FORCE. 

July 20th.—Capt. J. T. Angwin (late R.A.V.C.) to be 

Capt., with precedence as from April 9th, 1918 (July 8th). 
Reraurar Forces. 

July 2Ist.—The following temp. Capts. relinquish their 
commissions on completion of service, and retain the rank 
of Capt. :—-H. Quiggin (April 29th, 1919; H. J. Allen 
(June 28th, 191%); R. W. Hadfield (April 20th, 1920) ; 
J. B. Russell (April 30th). 


Warning. 


Letters have reached us from a number of members 
stating that a certain M.R.C.V.S., giving an address in 


| Cheshire, has been borrowing money from them which has 


(temp. Lt.-Col.) O. S. Fisher, R.A.V.C. (July 17th, 1919) ; | 
‘ | 


not been repaid. We warn our readers accordingly. 





Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. 


Summary of Returns. 
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T is not difficult to find 


a reason why for 
sixty years—from | 862 to 
1921—Spratt’s Patent 
Limited have enjoyed the 
support of the veterinary 
profession. 


Throughout the whole 
of that period the policy 
of Spratt’s has been con- 
sistently to produce foods 
of a constant high standard 
of quality, and while price 
has been a_ subordinate 
consideration, it has always 
been the lowest compatible 
with maintenance of that 
quality. 


Spratt’s “Puppilac” 
for weaning and rearing 
puppies, and for adult dogs 
in sickness and convales- 
cence, and Spratt’s Meat- 
Fibrine ey for dogs of 
all ages, are very firmly 
established in the goodwill 
and confidence of the 
profession. 











A range of generous 
samples of Spratt’s Foods will 
gladly be sent on request. 


SPRATT’S PATENT LIMITED, 
24/5 Fenchurch Street, E.C. 3. 








free 
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SINSURANCE CO.,LTD. 


Chief Office : 


Q0 GREAT RUSSELL ST., LONDON, W.C.1. 


Directors : 


Lieut.-Col. J. W. BRITTLEBANK, C.M.G., 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (Vict.), Chairman. 

TREVOR F. SPENCER, M.R.C.V.S. 

T. H. L. DUCKWORTH, M.R.C.V.S. 

GEORGE S. BLAND, F.A.L 

THOMAS McROW. 





General Manager and Secretary 


E. R. PICKERING. 





EMPLOYERS’ 
LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 


The Employees of 
Veterinary Surgeons 
may be Insured at a 
rate of 


25/- / 


Apply for Particulars to 
The General Manager 
——and Secretary —— 
at the above address. 
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